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Conbkents

o The ?roposed Research:
o Background and Goals
o Mekhods and Procedures

3 Anﬁiaipa&d Issues and ?’roposed
Solutions

o Am&i&&pa&ed Resulks and Cownkributions



Backqground

o Child sexual abuse:

o wmwolestakion, Peme&raﬁom, exposure,
and exposing children to porin

o Staks: almost 60% of the 12,000

re[par&ed sexual assaulks hvolving
minors according to MOHW of T



Backqground

o Challenges of Investiqation/Prosecution of Child Sexual
Abuse (‘Pipe ek al,, 2013)

o Lack of physical/medical evidence
o Inaccessibility of crime scenes

o Intra-family power relationship: dependence
(economic), tolerance (cultural), and/or fear

(F»kjsii:&i)
o tendency of repetition over an extended timeline

o languaqges used in contexts — children vs forensic



Backqground:
Lanquages in Contexts

@ vse., Forensic Cownkexts:

o Natural language (under development)
for body parts and contacts — vague
(Teoh et al,, 2014; Teoh et al., 2010)

o Limiked bv vickim’s educakion/
utnbkellectual capa&&%ies/memorj

o Attention span of children



Backqground:
Lanquages in Contexts

o Vickim vs. Conkexts:

o “Criminal elements” and “due prc:vc:ess"
dictatbe

o Use of anatomical dolls/body diagram

o Style of inkerview questions (Lamb ek
al., Roo¥; Poole and Lamb, 199%))

o repeated interviews/questionings



Backqground:
Lanquages in Contexts

o Vickim vs., Forensic Contexks: Resulks

o Errors of commission (false
positive — wrongful prosecution/
cownviction)

o Omission (false neqative —> abuse
unfound)



Background: the Demand
of Proposed Research

o Little is known aboubk childrewn’s
reports of bodily contact in forensic
nbkerviews in Taiwan (Teoh et al.,

2014),

o Practical need of TW leqal
Pro&essiauals on child sexual abuse
case interview/questioning.



Croals

o To Pravid@. legal prcfessiomats’
perspectives on how children describes
(verbal/mon-verbal) sexual abuse and their
credibiliby,

o To serve as an integral part of o three-
part in-depth study for the understanding
of how children learin and describe bac&ii.j
contacts in sex abuse cases.



Methods of
Kesearch

o Sample: 300 legal pro&essmma\ts

o 100 judges (Judges Academy/courts), prosecutors
(Prosecutors Office/M0I), and lawyers (Bar), respectively;

o Information packs to be sent including instruction,
ethical approval, questionnaire, consent form, and
rebturia Fws&s;

o no compensation due to conflict of interests; will
inform research resulks,

o amov\vm&j quaranteed,



Methods of
Kesearch

o Procedure: A semi-structured guestionnaire
(pre-piloted) will be designed to assess
legal Proﬂf@.sswmai.s khowledge and views of:

o sufficiency and clarity of alleged victims’
naming of body parts and sexually abusive
acts, and

o the effectiveness of the verbal questions and
non-verbal techniques (e.q., drawing/pictures,
dolls) in qetting info about the alleged abuse.



Methods of
Kesearch

o Procedure (Contd):

o Ethical Review Approval: Grankted (NTU-REC
No, 201808HSO0%9),

o Semi-Structured Questionnaire: Drafted to 1)
mirror the issues found in the past years of
data collection presented in the other two
studies, and 2) explore the (inw)aomsisﬁev\cv
of subjective (victim) and objective (legal
professionals) languages in forensic contexts.
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Methods of
Kesearch

o Daka Cadiv\g/Amatvsisz Standards

o Perceived suﬁiaiev\ﬁv of formation about
a sexually abusive act

o Clarity of alleged victims’ naming of body
parts and sexually abusive acts

o effectiveness of the verbal questions and
non-verbal techniques in getting info about
the alleqged abuse



Amﬁiﬁipaéed Issues and
‘Prapasec& Solubions
o Lack of access bto certain courts:

collaboration with judicial officials
and bars for access

o Poor returin of informed consent
forms or guestionnaires: emphasize
the practical importance of the
forensic psychology study




Pobtential
Conkribukion

o To provide empirical evidence on how legal professionals
view children victims’ description of sexual abuse

o To add to existing scientific literature and address the
scarcity of research

o To address the concerns of legal professionals on the
ﬂreci.ibui&v of children’s testimony in alleged sexual abuse
cases, disclose Limitations of current proceedings, and
thereby reduce relevant wrongful convictions

o To provide directions o how Taiwanese children should
be questioned about personal experience of sexual abuse
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